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Dear Chair Manahan and Councilmembers:
SUBJECT: Resolution 20-14

The Department of Budget and Fiscal Services (BFS) acknowledges that businesses are
valuable to the local economy. However, in matters of property valuation dispute, BFS firmly
supports resolution through the appeal process available to every taxpayer.

Revised Ordinances of Honolulu, Section 8-12.1 provides that any taxpayer or owner
aggrieved by an assessment, may appeal to the board of review or the tax appeal court. Sand
Island Business Association, lessor of the 112 out of the 113 listed parcels, appealed the 2019
assessments to the Tax Appeal Court, and the 2020 assessments to the Board of Review.
These appeals are valuation disputes and still active.
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Because Sand Island Business Association initiated the appeal process under ROH
Section 8-12.1 for both the 2019 and 2020 tax years, it is BFS's position that its appeals should
proceed to conclusion by the Tax Appeal Court and Board of Review, respectively, and not by
Council resolution.

If you have any questions, please call me at 768-3901.

Sincerely,

Nelson H. Koyana
Budget and Fiscal
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